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TAMARIND EVENTS AND NEWS
Tamarind Global par cipated in the
30th Int’l Travel Expo in Hong Kong
last month. Exhibitors and
par cipants focused on the aﬄuent
travel segment- FITs, MICE and
Corporate Travel with Sport,
Adventure, Eco-tourism,
Honeymoons, Overseas Weddings,
Travel Photography, Culture and
Heritage, Cruises and Wellness being
covered.

FEATURED EVENT DESTINATION - RAFFLES GRAND HOTEL D' ANGKOR

Raﬄes Grand Hotel d’Angkor ﬁrst opened its doors in 1932 but the
legend lives on today a er careful restora on. The hotel is rich in
Cambodia history and full of original treasures, right down to the
original working cage elevator in the lobby. With the privilege of over
15 acres of beau fully landscaped French gardens and built around the
country’s largest swimming pool, the hotel is a peaceful oasis to which
to retreat. In addi on to beau fully restored guest rooms you can
choose from one of the luxury suites, including the popular Cabana
Suites with direct access from the balcony to the garden and pool.
Raﬄes Grand Hotel d’Angkor also has two of Siem Reap’s most
luxurious two-bedroom Villas, providing utmost privacy and personal
butler service in the private poolside se ng. Food gourmets will delight

with a variety of op ons including the popular Raﬄes A ernoon Tea
and the Apsara Terrace, Siem Reap’s best cultural dance performance
and dinner in the poolside gardens.
Tamarind Events and Tamarind Weddings can create very special,
magical celebra ons for you here, that you will remember forever. An
interna onal conference or board mee ng will beneﬁt from the wellequipped, tranquil and s mula ng environment – and from the
a en ve and charming service. With 15 acres of space on site, we can
arrange various welcome cocktails, gala dinner and themed events. The
beau ful temples of Cambodia are truly stunning venues for out of the
ordinary weddings.

DESTINATION NEWS
Brexit: Made Britain a whole lot cheaper for tourists
Our most intense engagement with Europe is when we go on holiday there. With the peak travel season about
to begin, millions of Bri sh holidaymakers are about to discover the immediate eﬀects of the Leave vote in
pushing up prices abroad. Longer term, there will be more big changes. Travelling to United Kingdom for
Indian travellers is set to become cheaper with Britain deciding on leaving the European Union (EU) a er a
referendum.
Karnataka Tourism appoints licensed 'Tourist Guides’
The Department of Tourism, Government of Karnataka, recently issued Guide Licences & ID cards to new
'Tourist Guides'. The new 'Tourist Guides', who have completed the Comprehensive Guide Training programme
at various universi es, will be available at various tourist des na ons in the state to provide informa on to
tourists. They play a very important role in promo ng the des na on and thereby, act as the ambassadors of
the state and country.
Goan fes vals to a ract tourists this monsoon
With the arrival of rains making beaches less a rac ve among visitors, Goa tourism department is banking on
its tradi onal monsoon fes vals to increase foo alls in the coastal state. “The arrival of tourists has not
receded. The weekends are full. Hotels are having 70 per cent occupancy on weekends,” Dilip Parulekar,
Tourism Minister said. The tourism department expects the foo alls to rise during this monsoon compared to the last rainy season due to the
aggressive marke ng and increasing popularity of the state among domes c travellers, he said. Parulekar said the tourism department, which has
been organising events like trekking and white water-river ra ing, is also banking on its tradi onal monsoon fes vals which are unique and are a
major tourist a rac on.
Focus on promo on abroad: US & Canada roadshows
PATA India and the Ministry of Tourism's (MOT) organized ﬁve city US roadshow which began in San Francisco and went on to cover the West Coast.
Impar ng more details on the roadshow, Vikram Madhok, Hony. Treasurer, PATA India said, “One of our mandates for PATA membership is to add
value so we embark on roadshows across the world, primarily in the main feeder markets. The roadshow in the U.S had over 20 people from every
segment par cipa ng. It commenced on May 24 in San Francisco, May 25 in Los Angeles (Orange County), May 26 in Los Angeles (Beverly Hills),
May 31 in Vancouver and ﬁnally concluded on June 1 in Sea le. Another roadshow in Europe is currently in the pipeline.”
UK celebrates Interna onal Day of Yoga
As a part of Interna onal Day of Yoga 2016, India Tourism and the High Commission of India recently invited
guests to take part in a series of sunrise yoga sessions on the 69th and 72nd ﬂoors of The Shard in London –
Western Europe’s tallest building. The free yoga classes, organised in collabora on with a series of
organisa ons including the Bri sh Wheel of Yoga, The Art of Living Founda on, Special Yoga Founda on and
Hindu groups in the UK, were followed by an oﬃcial ceremony hosted by the High Commission of India. “We
are delighted to see so many of you here this morning, on Interna onal Day of Yoga 2016, to celebrate with us
the invaluable gi of yoga. Millions of people across the globe beneﬁt from the prac ce of yoga, which brings
harmony between mind, body and soul,” said Indian High Commissioner, Navtej Sarna.

HOTEL NEWS
Marrio Acquisi on of Starwood set to change travel buying
Marrio 's acquisi on of Starwood is set to change the hotel industry signiﬁcantly. Carlson Wagonlit Travel's (CWT) latest white paper shows
corporate travel buyers need to start thinking about the implica ons now and start planning how it will change their travel programs. Sco
Brennan, CWT EVP and Head of Global Supplier Management, said, “Consolida on in the hotel industry isn't new but the Marrio /Starwood eup is likely to change the way corporate travel is bought and sold. Everyone has to think very carefully about what this means for nego a ng
corporate travel deals.” In 14 of the world's top 20 ci es, the new hotel group will have nearly a third of the corporate travel hotel spend, rising to
half in some places. Also, CWT's analysis suggests Marrio , more than any other chain, has chosen not to take part in corporate travel RFP
processes.
Govt begins process to sell 12.03% in ITDC
As per The Financial Express, the government has kick-started the process of 12.03% stake sale in India Tourism Development Corpora on (ITDC),
which could fetch around Rs. 260 crore to the exchequer. The Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM), previously
known as Disinvestment Department, has invited bids from merchant bankers to assist the government in the disinvestment process of ITDC,
which inns a chain of hotels and restaurants.
RK Sarovar Por co, Srinagar awarded as Business Hotel of 2016
Hotel RK Sarovar Por co, Srinagar has been recently awarded the most preferred business hotel of the year
2016 in India at recently organized Na onal Awards for Excellence in Hotel Industry. The award was received
by Managing Director of RK Sarovar Por co Srinagar Mr. Saddam Zaroo and General Manager of RK Sarovar
Por co Shaﬁul Alam, at Taj Lands' End Mumbai.
Nearly 73% Indians book hotel rooms on mobiles
As many as 73% Indians book hotel rooms on mobiles while only 45% go for the tradi onal route of booking
through a travel agency, a study says. A li le more than half the people surveyed in India admi ed that they
book more trips than ever because of mobiles, the main reasons being business trips (58%), short break elsewhere within the country (41%) and
booking a hotel room nearby while a ending a par cular event (37%), a Hotels.com study revealed. The global study was conducted among 9,200
travelers across 31 countries, including India. Over 40% Indians have booked a hotel on other devices such as personal computers.
Steigenberger to launch in India following joint venture
Steigenberger, the German hotel group, will launch its ﬁrst proper es in India following the forma on of a new joint venture. The company has
teamed up with MBD Group for the forma on of 'MBD Steigenberger', which is now targe ng approximately 20 hotels in India over the next 15
years. MBD will own a 51% stake in the joint venture and Steigenberger will hold the remaining 49%. MBD
Group will be in charge of the management side of the business, including hotel opera ons, marke ng, preopening and post-opening assistance, while Steigenberger will provide interna onal sales and marke ng
support, training and brand standards.
Keys Hotels honoured with Na onal Awards for Excellence in Hotel Industry
Keys Hotels a part of the US-based Berggruen Hotels chain, won two 'Na onal awards for Excellence in Hotel
Industry' recently at an award ceremony held at Taj Lands End, Mumbai. The awarded hotels, 'Keys Prima
Hotel Temple Tree; Shirdi' and 'Keys Hotel Pimpri; Pune' won accolades in 'Best Customer Delight' and 'Best
Business Hotel' categories respec vely. The award ceremony by 'Na onal Awards for excellence in hotel
industry', a premium forum, brought best industry professionals together to celebrate the contribu ons made
by the industry through the year, to serve the best to customers.

AIRLINE NEWS
Vistara's growing network now connects with Andaman
Vistara, India's fastest growing full service carrier that is se ng new service and customer experience
standards, announced the addi on of Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, as its 18th des na on, eﬀec ve
September 30, 2016. Port Blair will be served daily from Kolkata and from New Delhi (same aircra service via
Kolkata). With this new ﬂight, frequency between Delhi and Kolkata will also increase to three ﬂights daily.
Twice daily service to Kolkata from Delhi had commenced on June 10 this year, and has seen very high demand
for Vistara's product.
Airline passengers oﬀered check-in at Delhi Metro sta ons
Passengers travelling with Air India and Jet Airways from Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna onal Airport will soon be able to check-in two Metro sta ons
in the Indian capital. Eﬀec ve 1 July, passengers will be able to use check-in services at the Shivaji Stadium and New Delhi sta ons. This marks an
expansion of the scheme that currently only allows Air India passengers to check-in at New Delhi Sta on.
Air India to select jets for regional connec vity
The Economic Times reported the na onal carrier's Chairman & Managing Director, Ashwani Lohani, as saying that he is planning to introduce
several smaller jet aircra to facilitate the expansion. “Our prime focus is to increase regional connec vity. We
will try to connect as many places as possible,” Lohani was quoted saying. “We are looking at various [aircra ]
op ons, but smaller jets seem to ﬁt the bill.
Oman Air plans to boost services to India
Oman Air is planning to signiﬁcantly expand its network in India with almost 50 addi onal weekly ﬂights
expected to be launched by 2018. The Times of India quoted the Omani na onal carrier's CEO, Paul
Gregorowitsch, as saying that he plans to operate 175 weekly ﬂights to India within two years, up from 126 at
present, with further expansion possible in the future.
India permits 100% foreign investment in airlines
The Indian government has announced that foreign investors can now take full ownership of local airlines. The limit of FDI in Indian carriers has
been raised to 100% from the previous 49%, however the cap on investment by overseas airlines remains at 49%. In addi on, overseas companies
will now be able to invest 100% in “brownﬁeld” airport projects in India.

GETAWAY RESORT OF THE MONTH
RADISSON BLU UDAIPUR PALACE RESORT & SPA, UDAIPUR

Set on the banks of the scenic Fateh Sagar Lake, the Radisson Blu Udaipur
Palace Resort & Spa provides a central loca on in this historic city, o en
referred to as the Venice of the East. Surrounded by breathtaking palaces
and ancient sites, this hotel in Udaipur oﬀers upper upscale ameni es like
an on-site spa and a two-level swimming pool with a cascading waterfall.
Guests can enjoy Pan-Asian cuisine and Indian speciali es at the
restaurants, or they can relax on the pool deck with a refreshing cocktail
from the H20 bar. With spacious event facili es, valet parking and ample
space for cars and large coaches, this is also the perfect spot for social or
professional gatherings.
Radisson Blu Udaipur has 240 plush rooms and suites that overlook the
lush jungle and lawns or the dazzling lake. While the view at the resort in
Udaipur calms your senses, unwind with ameni es like so bathrobes,
slippers and turndown ameni es. Visitors travelling for work appreciate
the Business Class Rooms, and the Heritage Suite is perfect for roman c
getaways.

Wok By the Lake serves everything from Chinese, Thai, Burmese and
Indonesian cuisine, while Antra oﬀers con nental and Indian dishes.
This Radisson Blu resort also has a two-level pool, a well-equipped ﬁtness
centre, and a kids club that keeps children engaged with fun ac vi es.
For the next step of luxury, visit the hotel's spa for some much deserved
pampering.
The hotel oﬀers Rajasthan’s largest ballroom at the property. Ideal for
extravagant recep ons, memorable weddings and chic cocktail par es,
the event space at the Radisson Blu Udaipur Palace Resort & Spa ensures
an unforge able aﬀair. Guests can book the Fateh Sagar Ballroom for
larger func ons, or for more in mate gatherings, the Swaroop Sagar
room is available. The Udai Sagar Boardroom also oﬀers a place to meet
with clients.

Contact us for special packages on info@tamarindglobal.com

TAMARIND PROMOTION OF THE MONTH
DOUBLE TREE BY HILTON, AGRA

Feel welcome the moment you arrive at DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Agra
with a signature, warm chocolate chip cookie on arrival. Located just two
kilometers from the Taj Mahal, this DoubleTree hotel in Agra is one of the
very few hotels oﬀering views of this legendary monument. Ideally located
in the heart of the city center, the hotel oﬀers convenient access to
renowned a rac ons and shopping hubs like the Agra Fort, Akbar’s Tomb
and Kinari Bazaar. Unwind in a spacious guest room at this Agra hotel,
oﬀering expansive views of the Taj Mahal, the hotel’s lush lawns or the
bustling city. Upgrade to a stunning suite for an addi onal living room with
a dining area.
Be spoiled for choice at this hotel in Agra with four stylish food and
beverage outlets, oﬀering cuisines from around the globe. Experience the
ﬁnest Indian fare in the Indian Specialty Restaurant or refresh with a cool
drink in the poolside lounge as you admire breathtaking views of the Taj
Mahal. In the evening, enjoy live music and vibrant cultural performances
in our invi ng courtyard. Energize in the 24-hour ﬁtness center or swim in
the sparkling outdoor pool. A er a busy day, indulge in a treatment in the
luxury spa.
Featuring a 4,700 sq. . ballroom with an open-air, pre-func on area; four
ﬂexible mee ng rooms, a 24-hour business center, contemporary A/V
facili es and crea ve catering services, this elegant Agra hotel provides
the ideal se ng for a variety of business events, social gatherings and
memorable weddings.
Contact us for more information on info@tamarindglobal.com

TOP FIVE PICKS
TOP-5 -LUXURY HOTELS YOU PROBABLY WOULDN'T HAVE HEARD OF…
Forsyth Lodge - Satpura, Pachmarhi

Forsyth’s is a small wildlife lodge set in 44 acres of reclaimed jungle at the
edge of the Satpura Tiger Reserve. It focuses on a meaningful, sustainable
wildlife and wilderness experience and this is reﬂected in the services and
in the property. Forsyth’s consists of 12 independent co ages built in an
arc around the lodge building. The lodge is a two-storey building that
opens out on to stunning vistas of the mountains while the co ages are
built to oﬀer unique vantage points into the landscape. The main building
holds spacious dining areas, a well-appointed library devoted to Indian
wildlife, a lounge, several ﬁreplaces and the Forsyth Bar.

Amanbagh, Alwar

An oasis among the rugged outcrops of the Aravalli mountain range,
Amanbagh is a Rajasthani retreat informed by Mughal style. Just 90
minutes from Jaipur, the Bengal ger sanctuary of Sariska Na onal Park is
a short drive away. Each of the 40 Suites and Pavilions has a private
courtyard or terrace and a deep soaking bathtub carved from green
Udaipur marble. The regal atmosphere of the high-ceilinged Restaurant is
matched by seasonal cuisine from the gardens of Amanbagh. The spa's
massages, scrubs and facials are complemented by daily yoga, with the
op on to prac ce amid the natural beauty and temples. The resort is ideal
for a family gathering or special occasions

Sukoon Houseboat, Srinagar

Sukoon is a Suﬁ term for an elevated state of mind that combines peace,
wisdom and contentment. The houseboat Sukoon brings these quali es
to a unique holiday des na on. It has been created as a haven where you
can relax, revitalise and take stock of your life’s journey. It is a place for
those who understand that there is more to life than its apparent surface.
Surrounded by lotuses, Sukoon is moored on the beau ful Dal Lake in the
heart of the verdant Kashmir Valley, surrounded by the pris ne peaks of
the Himalayas. There is a communal si ng and dining room, with ample
space for relaxing. By day you can watch life go by on the lake at the same
unhurried pace it has done for centuries; at night you can dine under the
endless canopy of brilliant stars, lulled by the gently lapping water.

Patan Mahal - Samode, Rajasthan

Patan Mahal is a Heritage Home, surrounded by it’s own farm on one side,
an 800-year-old fort and another palace halfway up a hill. The palace
grows most of the food it serves and the rest is sourced locally. You can
spend your me by walking through the ﬁelds or take a refreshing dip in
the swimming pool or laze around the pool area which oﬀers a stunning
view of the surrounding hills and the palace. The old, large and airy rooms.
with period furniture showcase the skill and exper se of the Rajasthani
ar san. Beau ful pain ngs on the wall and roofs have been carefully
restored. The beau fully appointed rooms at Patan Mahal reﬂect the royal
heritage of Rajputana, and the Patan Family.

Chhatra Sagar, Pali, Rajasthan

Luxury tents have always been an important part of Rajput lifestyle.
Constant campaigns in far ﬂung lands meant long stays in tents under
inhospitable condi ons. Tents were the only luxury available and they
soon evolved into mobile, mini-palaces. Chhatra Sagar captures the
essence of this romance. All tents face the lake and have private sit outs
oﬀering panoramic views. Each tent is carefully hand s tched with
interiors block printed in tradi onal ﬂoral mo fs. Dining is a special aﬀair
at Chhatra Sagar, be it in the dining tent overlooking the lake or by the
campﬁre under a canopy of stars. Tradi onal recipes for the meals served
at Chhatra Sagar have been in use for genera ons and are prepared in the
family kitchen using fresh farm produce.

GLOBAL CUISINE
Bouillabaisse
Bouillabaisse (French pronuncia on: [bu.ja.bɛːs]is a tradi onal Provençal ﬁsh stew origina ng from the port city of Marseille.
Bouillabaisse was originally a stew made by Marseille ﬁshermen using the bony rockﬁsh which they were unable to sell to restaurants or
markets. What makes a bouillabaisse diﬀerent from other ﬁsh soups is the selec on of Provençal herbs and spices in the broth.The trick
is to look for the freshest local ﬁsh you can ﬁnd and not to be afraid of improvising.
Ingredients:

METHOD

For croutons
12 to 16 (1/2-inch-thick) bague e slices
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
1 garlic clove, halved
For soup
1 (1- to 1 1/4 -lb) live lobster
2 large tomatoes, peeled and coarsely chopped
1 large onion, chopped
4 garlic cloves, chopped
1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1 lb boiling potatoes
1/3 cup ﬁnely chopped fennel fronds (some mes called
anise)
1 bay leaf
1/4 teaspoon crumbled saﬀron threads
1 1/2 tablespoons coarse sea salt
1/2 teaspoon black pepper
9 cups white ﬁsh stock (or store-bought)
3 pounds white ﬁsh ﬁllets (such as monkﬁsh, turbot, red
snapper, striped bass, porgy, grouper, and/or cod), cut
into 2-inch pieces
1/2 pound cockles or small hard-shelled clams, scrubbed
1/2 pound cul vated mussels, scrubbed and any beards
removed
1/2 pound large shrimp in shells
Rouille (Rouille is a sauce that consists of olive oil with
breadcrumbs, garlic, saﬀron and chili peppers

Make croutons:
Put oven rack in middle posi on and preheat oven to 250°F.
Arrange bread slices in 1 layer in a shallow baking pan and
brush both sides with oil. Bake un l crisp, about 30
minutes. Rub 1 side of each toast with a cut side of garlic.
Make soup:
Plunge lobster headﬁrst into a 6- to 8-quart pot of boiling
water, then cook, covered, 2 minutes from me lobster
enters water. Transfer lobster with tongs to a colander and
let stand un l cool enough to handle. Discard hot water in
pot. Put lobster in a shallow baking pan. Twist oﬀ claws with
knuckles from body, then crack claws with a mallet or
rolling pin and separate claws from knuckles. Halve body
and tail lengthwise through shell with kitchen shears, then
cut crosswise through shell into 2-inch pieces. Reserve
lobster juices that accumulate in baking pan.
Cook tomatoes, onion, and garlic in oil in cleaned 6- to 8quart pot over moderate heat, s rring occasionally, un l
onion is so ened, 5 to 7 minutes. Meanwhile, peel potatoes
and cut into 1/2-inch cubes. S r potatoes into tomatoes
with fennel fronds, bay leaf, saﬀron, sea salt, and pepper.
Add stock and bring to a boil, then reduce heat and simmer,
covered, un l potatoes are almost tender, 8 to 10 minutes.
Add thicker pieces of ﬁsh and cockles to soup and simmer,
covered, 2 minutes. S r in mussels, shrimp, lobster,
including juices, and remaining ﬁsh and simmer, covered,
un l they are just cooked through and mussels open wide,
about 5 minutes.
S r 3 tablespoons broth from soup into rouille un l
blended.
Arrange 2 croutons in each of 6 to 8 deep soup bowls.
Carefully transfer ﬁsh and shellﬁsh from soup to croutons
with a slo ed spoon, then ladle some broth with vegetables
over seafood.
Top each serving with 1 teaspoon rouille and serve
remainder on the side.

THE MOST AMAZING EVENTS IN THE WORLD!
INDIAN PICKS OF THE MONTH

TEEJ

NEHRU TROPHY SNAKE BOAT RACE

The Teej fes val is an important fes val for married women, and much
an cipated monsoon fes val. It commemorates the reunion of Lord Shiva
and Goddess Parva , a er she paid a penance of 100 years separa on.
The invoca on of Parva 's blessing during the fes val is believed to bring
about con nued marital bliss. Women apply henna to their hands and
feet, get dressed up, and parade around. Ar sts such as folk singers and
dancers follow the procession. Caparisoned elephants, bullock carts, and
chariots add to the spectacle. According to myths, Parva carried out a
rigorous fast for 108 years to prove her love and devo on for Shiva, before
he accepted her as his wife. Some scriptures say that she was born 107
mes before she was reborn as Parva , and at her 108th birth she was
granted the boon to be the wife of Shiva because for her long penance and
perseverance over many births.

The Nehru Trophy snake boat race is undoubtedly the most exci ng boat
race of the year in Kerala. This race is held in memory of India's late Prime
Minister, Jawahar Lal Nehru. An impromptu snake boat race was held in
1952 when the Prime Minister visited Alleppey. Apparently he was so
impressed with the welcome and the race, he donated a trophy. The race
has con nued on ever since. It takes place annually on the second
Saturday of August and around 70 boats usually par cipate in it. This year
will be its 63th edi on. On the day of this ﬁercely fought boat race, the
tranquil lake front is transformed into a sea of humanity with an
es mated two hundred thousand people, including tourists from abroad
for watching it. For the people of each village in Ku anad, a victory at this
race for their village boat is something to be celebrated for months to
come.

When: When: August 5-6, 2016 Where: Rajasthan, par cularly in Jaipur

When: August 13, 2016 Where: Punnamda Lake, Alleppey in Kerala

JANMASHTAMI

NAG PANCHAMI

The fes val of Krishna Janmashtami, also known as Govinda,
commemorates the birthday of Lord Krishna. In Mumbai, on the second
day, an extremely fun part of the fes val involves people climbing on each
other and forming a human pyramid to try and reach and break open clay
pots ﬁlled with curd, which have been strung up high from buildings. In
Mathura, the birthplace of Lord Krishna in northern India, temples are
brightly decorated for the occasion, many with displays depic ng
important scenes from the life of Lord Krishna. At the Shri Bankey Bihari
Temple in Vrindavan, a midnight ceremony called the Maha Abhishek is
performed in the inner sanctum. Celebra ons con nue through the
night.
When: August 25-26, 2016 Where: Throughout India, best seen in
Mumbai, Mathura and Vrindavan

Nag Panchami, the fes val of snakes, isn't for the faint of heart! This
fes val involves the worship of snakes, which are especially dug out and
gathered for the occasion. On the day of Nag Panchami, villagers dance
to music and carry the snakes in procession to the temple. A er the
rituals are complete, the snakes are taken out from the pots and the
temple priest sprinkles haldi-kumkum (tumeric and red powder) and
ﬂowers on their raised heads. The snakes are oﬀered plenty of milk and
honey, then set free in the temple courtyard.
When: August 7, 2016 Where: Mostly in rural areas, par cularly Ba s
Shirala village, Maharashtra. Other popular places include Adiesha
Temple in Andhra Pradesh, Nagaraja Temple in Kerala, Nagathamman
Temple in Chennai, and Hardevja Temple in Jaipur.

ONLY IN INDIA!
NALANDA UNIVERSITY AT TAKSHILA- THE FIRST UNIVERSITY IN THE WORLD
Taxila also known as Takshashila, ﬂourished from 600 BC to 500 AD, in
the kingdom of Gandhar. 68 subjects were taught at this university and
the minimum entry age, ancient texts show, was 16. At one stage, it
had 10,500 students including those from Babylon, Greece, Syria, and
China. Experienced masters taught the vedas, languages, grammar,
philosophy, medicine, surgery, archery, poli cs, warfare, astronomy,
accounts, commerce, documenta on, music, dance and other
performing arts, futurology, the occult and mys cal sciences,complex
mathema cal calcula ons. The panel of masters at the university
included legendary scholars like Kau lya, Panini, Jivak and Vishnu
Sharma. Thus, the concept of a full-ﬂedged university was developed in
India. The university had a towering observatory called the
Ambudharaavlehi for astronomical research. It also boasted a massive
library called Dharma Gunj or Mountain of Knowledge.
A number of ruined structures survive. Nearby is the Surya Mandir, a
Hindu temple. The known and excavated ruins extend over an area of
about 150,000 square metres, although if historical accounts of
Nalanda’s extent is correlated with present excava ons, almost 90% of
it remains unexcavated. Nalanda is no longer inhabited.
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