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TAMARIND EVENTS & NEWS
The summer is here and the Tamarind team is busy organising annual family holidays! Preferred des na ons are obviously in the cooler,
hiller parts of India. In this issue of TANG, we bring you the ﬁve best picks in luxury hill sta on holidays, in case your summer holiday is yet
to take place! Next month we’ll bring you fun places to spend the monsoon!
On another note, our Tamarind Events and Weddings teams are busy making trips to Bali, Shanghai, Ras Al Khaimah and Thailand in
prepara on for the events to come... watch this space for more news!

FEATURED EVENT DESTINATION - MANDARIN ORIENTAL PRAGUE

Built on the site of a former 14th century monastery, Mandarin
Oriental, Prague is both a ﬁve-star luxury hotel and a wonderfully
preserved piece of history. Blending contemporary design with period
features, it oﬀers a truly unique hotel experience.

Spread over two ﬂoors, the beau ful spa oﬀers a soothing environment
in which you can rest, relax and feel completely rejuvenated. Combining
ancient and contemporary techniques, the therapies are designed to
restore balance and equilibrium to the individual.

Oﬀering an en cing blend of historic character and contemporary
design, the 99 rooms and suites exude a sense of elegant style.

Situated in one of the most roman c ci es in the world, the hotel not
only oﬀers a remarkable se ng, but also understands the importance of
your wedding and makes it an event to remember. The breathtaking
backdrop of Prague Castle combined with Tamarind Global planning and
a en on to detail will make your wedding or occasion truly
outstanding! From canapés to main courses and desserts, the talented
catering team will customize a signature menu that is unique and
special to you.

Located in the heart of the picturesque Lesser Town, Spices Restaurant
& Bar oﬀers an inven ve selec on of delicious Asian dishes and mouthwatering cocktails. As an atmospheric se ng for private func ons, this
beau ful dining room can accommodate up to 20 guests.

DESTINATION NEWS
Promo on of MICE in India's Na onal Tourism Policy
India is keen to promote MICE tourism, and this will be reﬂected in the soon-to-be-unveiled Na onal Tourism
Policy. Also, delegates coming to a end conferences may soon get e-visas, as is being done for tourists from
most countries. These welcomed steps were revealed by Shri Suman Billa, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Tourism, and Chairman, India Conven on Promo on Board. He was speaking at the opening of the ﬁrst
Global MICE Travel Mart on May 19, a 3-day event. India is keen to promote MICE tourism, and this will be
reﬂected in the soon-to-be-unveiled Na onal Tourism Policy. Also, delegates coming to a end conferences
may soon get e-visas, as is being done for tourists from most countries. These welcomed steps were revealed
by Suman Billa, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Tourism, and Chairman, India Conven on Promo on Board. He
was speaking at the opening of the ﬁrst Global MICE Travel Mart on May 19, a 3-day event. The mart, which
will become an annual event, is being a ended by 32 MICE operators from 12 countries. The mart has been organized by FICCI – apex chamber,
Ministry of Tourism, and the India Conven on Promo on Bureau. ICPB vice chairman Chander Mansharamani, who heads Alpcord Network Travel
and Conferences Management Company, said that India's ranking in the MICE business has gone up to 31st, from the earlier 35th in the world. He
said eﬀorts were being made to prepare a calendar of events and also promote more ci es for conven ons.
Increase in Foreign tourist arrivals to India in April'16
According to data compiled by the country's Ministry of Tourism, a total of 599,000 interna onal visitors
entered India in April-month, marking an increase of 10.7% compared to the 542,000 seen in the same month
in 2015. Bangladesh was India's largest source market in April, accoun ng for 18.1% of total visitors. The US
(12.2%) was second, followed by the UK (9.6%), Sri Lanka (3.7%) and Malaysia (3.2%). China (3.1%), Australia
(3.1%), Germany (3.0%), France (2.9%) and Canada (2.8%) complete the top 10. Delhi's Indira Gandhi
Interna onal Airport handled the highest number of arriving visitors during the month (29.0% of the total),
followed by Mumbai Airport (16.9%), the Haridaspur land border with Bangladesh (9.8%), Chennai Airport
(7.8%)and Bengaluru Airport (6.7%).
New Beach for Mumbai
The Maharashtra Tourism Development Corpora on (MTDC) has now split the old Versova beach into two,
and the southern end has been named the Andheri (W) beach. Oﬃcials pointed out that the 2.3-km beach
stretches across Andheri (W) and Versova assembly cons tuencies. “Both legislators wanted to develop the
beach. So we decided to split it. Now the por on towards the south is called Andheri (W) beach, and the
remaining por on is Versova beach,” said an oﬃcial. The state government had cleared the plan to beau fy
the beach last month. “The plan envisions a seafront that oﬀers water sports, restaurant, marina and the city's
ﬁrst beach board walk along the shore linking Andheri and Juhu beaches. This will be the best beach in the
city,” oﬃcial said.
Trial-run conducted for Spanish high-speed train in India
The Talgo train will ini ally be deployed on the line between Bareilly and Moradabad – two ci es in the state
of U ar Pradesh. The 90km journey will be covered in approximately one hour and 10 minutes, with trains
running at ini al speeds of up to 115kph. The ﬁrst trail run, on 29 May, was conducted with two drivers and
engineers from Talgo, while 324 sandbags were used to simulate the weight of passengers. The train has nine
carriages, including two execu ve class cars, four chair cars, a cafeteria and a power car. Talgo carriages are
lightweight and designed to run on curved tracks without decelera ng. The trains also consume 30% less
energy than standard models.
Indian luxury travel market grows by 12.8%
According to a report released by Amadeus, over the next 10 years, the growth rate in global outbound luxury trips is projected at 6.2%, almost a
third greater than overall travel (4.8%). India's luxury market's CAGR is higher than any of the other Brazil, Russia, India and China (BRIC) na ons,
and the highest of the 25 countries explored in this report. From now un l 2025, the number of luxury trips from BRIC na ons will increase. “India's
booming middle class presents great poten al for luxury travel investment over the coming decade,” said the report. Considering the distance of
luxury journeys in India, there is a very high percentage of medium and long-haul travel compared to regional travel within India.

HOTEL NEWS
Carlson strengthens its posi on by acquiring CDMS
Carlson Rezidor Hotel Group has acquired the full ownership of Country Development & Management
Services Private Limited (CDMS), the joint venture between Country Inns & Suites by Carlson, Inc. and
Chanakya Hotels Private Limited that was set up to pioneer the Country Inns & Suites By CarlsonSM brand in
India. The Country Inns & Suites by Carlson brand in India will now be managed by Carlson Hotels (South Asia)
Private Limited, the Indian aﬃliate of Carlson Rezidor Hotel Group. This acquisi on also includes four Radisson
Blu hotels managed in India by CDMS. “Carlson Rezidor Hotel Group has been commi ed to India for 25
years, with our ini al growth accelerated due to the quality of our partners and strength of our brands,” said
Thorsten Kirschke, president, Asia Paciﬁc. “Our joint venture with Chanakya Hotels Private Limited, under the
leadership of Ranjan Bha acharya, posi oned Country Inns & Suites by Carlson as a leading midscale hotel brand in India, This acquisi on,
resul ng in the full ownership of CDMS, is a strategic move to further strengthen our posi on as the leading interna onal hotel operator in India.
AccorHotels plans 80 more Indian proper es by 2020
The European hotel group is set to open 10 new Indian hotels this year, located in ci es including Hyderabad,
Goa, Jaipur, Chennai, Kochi, Coimbatore and Nashik. And the budget sector will drive this growth, with ﬁve of
the 10 new proper es opening under the ibis brand. “In India, the metros are big areas for us. They are
actually mul ple markets in our view. Meanwhile, there are ci es with signiﬁcant economic ac vity to be
present in where we open ibis or Mercure or small Novotel,” – said by AccorHotels' deputy CEO, Vivek
Badrinath. The group currently operates 38 hotels across 15 ci es and seven brands in India, with a total
inventory of 7,621 keys. AccorHotels is also currently in the process of concluding the acquisi on of FRHI, the
parent of Fairmont, Raﬄes, and Swissotel hotel brands, which will further bolster its Indian presence.
Shangri-La Resort opens in Sri Lanka
The new Shangri-La's Hambantota Resort & Spa covers 59 hectares of beachfront land on Sri Lanka's south
coast, with facili es including an 18-hole golf course, a tradi onal ar san village and range of dining, event
and leisure facili es. The hotel's 300 rooms and suites range from 48 to 240m² and all feature a balcony or
terrace. There is also a large kids' club including a seven-meter-high trapeze and drone-ﬂying area, plus a spa
with 12 treatment rooms and outdoor pavilions, a ﬁtness center, dive center, 30-metre lap pool, lagoon-style
pool, tennis court and retail outlets. The resort is a ached to Shangri-La's Golf & Country Club, an 18-hole,
par-70 golf course that overlooks the Indian Ocean. This makes it the ﬁrst resort in Sri Lanka to have its own
golf course.
14 Govt-hotels to be priva zed
According to Tourism & Culture Minister Dr Mahesh Sharma, the divestment forms part of a strategy to oﬄoad government's stakes in hotels run
by the India Tourism Development Corpora on (ITDC). It will retain two key hotels: the Ashok and Samrat in Delhi. “The process to priva se the 14
hotels has already been started. There are certain issues with the states and we are trying to address them,” Dr Sharma was quoted saying. ITDC is
a public sector organisa on which currently runs 16 hotels in Delhi, Patna, Jammu, Ranchi, Bhubaneswar, Puri, Bhopal, Bharatpur, Jaipur, Guwaha ,
Mysore, Puducherry and Itanagar. The government had previously divested its stakes in 18 ITDC hotels,
bringing down the total number of state-run hotels from 34 to 16.
juSTa opens Design Hotel in Chennai
The 26 room bou que-hotel is located in Palladium Mall at Phoenix Market City. Each room, spread across
36.23 square metres, is equipped with modern ameni es and services. The Design Hotel oﬀers complimentary
wi-ﬁ, electronic safe, restaurant, swimming pool, ﬁtness centre and spa. Other facili es provided by the fourstar hotel include conference room and media hub. The property is in the close proximity of the airport,
Chennai Trade Centre and OMR. juSTa Hotels & Resorts currently operates 14 hotels across nine ci es with a
total of 355 rooms.

AIRLINE NEWS
SpiceJet to supply water in Drought-hit Latur
To commemorate its 11 years of opera ons, budget airline SpiceJet said it has partnered with an NGO to supply nearly 71,500 litres water to 11
villages in drought-hit Latur district under Marathwada region of Maharashtra every day. “At a me when the state is comba ng severe drought
condi ons, SpiceJet has stepped in to pledge help and relief to 11 villages in Latur, an ini a ve to commemorate its 11 years of ﬂying,” the airline
said in a statement issued in Mumbai. The airline, along with voluntary organisa on 'AnybodyCanHelp' will organise, coordinate and execute the
supply of nearly 71,500 litres of water to 11 villages per day across Ausa taluka in Latur district.
Tirupa to Dubai, US: Air India eyes golden routes
Tirupa , which a racts a large number of pilgrims to the Lord Venkateswara temple in Tirumala, will get directly connected by air to the United
States and to Dubai from June. Air India will operate ﬂights to these loca ons, and the US ci es to be served are to be announced shortly. Ini ally,
there would be one ﬂight a day, and services could be scaled up based on demand, Ajay Jain, Principal Secretary, Energy, Infrastructure and
Investments, declared to the media. Immigra on and Customs facili es will be opened at Tirupa airport.
Scoot Airlines starts ﬂight between Singapore-Amritsar
Singapore's Scoot Airline commences Singapore-Amritsar ﬂight from May 24. In a statement, Scoot's CEO, Campbell Wilson, said, “Scoot is
expanding its network to India with addi on of three new des na ons. Our airline has commenced its services from Singapore to Amritsar on May
24; Singapore to Jaipur from October 2, besides taking over Singapore-Chennai route from Tiger Airways from May 24.” He said, “Scoot is excited to
bring our proposi on of value travel and service in India.
GoAir oﬀers concessions to student ﬂiers
Available across the airline's network of 22 des na ons, the new oﬀering allows students with valid college iden ty cards to receive discounted
fares and an addi onal 10kg of checked baggage, for a total allowance of 25kg. “We realize the mobility trend of students and recognized the need
for a tailor-made programme exclusively for our young ﬂiers. I am sure this oﬀer will give our student ﬂiers access to exci ng and convenient ﬂight
op ons as they plan their budget travel,” said Wolfgang Prock-Schauer, CEO of GoAir.
I ar service from Emirates
The special boxes have been re-designed and will be available across all cabin classes on select ﬂights including those to and from the Gulf region as
well as Umrah groups travelling to Jeddah and Medina. The service is available for the whole month of Ramadan expected to begin on 6 June this
year. The menus feature za'atar chicken with hummus, spinach fatayer, halloumi cheese and cucumber sandwiches, tradi onal sweets such as
mammoul and dates, as well as yoghurt. During the holy month, cold meals will be served in lieu of a hot one on all ﬂights to Jeddah and Medina,
including Umrah day ﬂights.

GETAWAY HOTEL OF THE MONTH
DESIGN HOTEL CHENNAI

Nestled inside the vibrant 17-acre metropolis that is Phoenix MarketCity,
you are invited to an oasis of unrivaled opulence in the twenty-six room
bou que hotel, the interiors of which have seamlessly connected past
and present interna onal design movements to the meless local
tradi ons of South India. The base to this is the strong belief that we have
to be grateful of the gi s that nature has given us all.
Staying at the Design Hotel gives you access to Club Crest, complete with
an ultra-modern gym. In addi on, an extravagant 11-screen luxury Imax
Cinema, a vast variety of restaurants serving the most luscious local and
interna onal cuisines, an interac ve gaming zone for children, 250 stylish
retail shops and more, are all merely a few steps away from you.
The Design Hotel Chennai oﬀers inspired living at an unrivaled address.
Leisure and business travelers can become immersed in the charm and
intrigue of contemporary art styles infused with tradi onal south Indian
art.

There are a variety of services for the guests' uninterrupted comfort and
convenience, making sure all their needs are fulﬁlled. From
transporta on to and from the airport, to a state-of-the-art ﬁtness
centre and everything in between, everything is made as perfect as
possible for you.
Timeless, beau ful Kolam rice art, or ‘Rangolee’ adorn the tasteful,
monochrome A corridor. An inﬁnity mirror at the end of the passage
enhances the eﬀect of the intricate composi on of black inlaid on grey,
alterna ng with white stripes. The passageway leads you towards six
magniﬁcent rooms, which do supreme jus ce to the rich tradi ons of
Tamil Nadu. Opulence is the order in the splendid A rooms:There are
ﬂoor-to-ceiling windows that overlook Velacherry which frame the A ’s
420 sq. . of vaulted ceilings with ornate crown molding ﬁnished in
gorgeous gold leaﬁng. The rooms feature majes c custom furnishings,
ﬂat-screen TVs, and bathrooms fully adorned in white Carrara marble
and glass. Your Pallava palace awaits!

Contact us for special packages on info@tamarindglobal.com

TAMARIND PROMOTION OF THE MONTH
HYATT PLACE GOA

Located within the heart of North Goa, Hya Place Goa is one of the most
convenient hotels- 60 minutes away from the airport and 35 minutes away
from Thivim Railway Sta on.
Oﬀering 147 spacious guestrooms, Hya Place in Goa features a variety of
4 star services and ameni es, including a free Gallery Kitchen Breakfast
served daily during your stay. The Gallery Café oﬀers a delicious selec on
of Indian, interna onal and local Goan cuisine for lunch and dinner, while
the convenient 24/7 Gallery Market provides takeaway snacks, salads,
sandwiches and beverages. The Coﬀee to Cocktails Bar at our North Goa
hotel is the perfect place to relax and unwind and oﬀers specialty coﬀee
and tea selec ons, as well as a variety of premium beers, wines and
cocktails. Hya Place Goa/Candolim oﬀers ﬂexible event space, perfect for
a mee ng, wedding party, or social get together. Other ameni es at our
beach hotel in Goa include free access to the 24-hour StayFit Gym,
equipped with the latest equipment and an outdoor lap pool. In addi on,
guests have access to free public computers with internet access and
remote prin ng in the Gallery and free Wi-Fi throughout the hotel.
Contact us for more information on info@tamarindglobal.com

TOP FIVE PICKS
TOP-5 LUXURY RESORTS IN HILLS
Vivanta by Taj, Madikeri (Coorg)

Lose yourself in one of the best luxury resorts in Coorg. Vivanta by Taj –
Madikeri, Coorg is the perfect place to rediscover yourself. Travel to the
bosom of a 180-acre rainforest and take in the glorious sights and sounds
of raw, untamed natural environments. The hills of Coorg are alive with
more than 250 species of plants. Constructed amidst nature, not a single
rock has been displaced. The Coorg-style structures will melt away stress.
Sloping roofs, pillars, open-to-sky entrances and mundu mane – a central
courtyard surrounded by rooms that open into it are built in a tradi onal
architectural style.

Wildflower Hall, Shimla

At Wildﬂower Hall, guests can refresh with nature walks, ra ing, cycling or
yoga, or relax and rejuvenate with an exclusive spa therapy. The
Restaurant includes a smart, brightly lit indoor dining space, a charming
glass conservatory with in mate sea ng arrangements and an outdoor
terrace, with magniﬁcent views of the Himalayas. Wildﬂower Hall oﬀers
exclusive massage, yoga and Ayurvedic treatments at bespoke loca ons
around the hotel and grounds. The open air whirlpool aﬀords magniﬁcent
views across the Greater Himalayas, while the indoor pool lit and adorned
by overhead crystal chandeliers - is temperature controlled throughout
the year.

JW Marriott Walnut Grove Resort & Spa, Mussoorie

The new JW Marrio Mussoorie Walnut Grove Resort & Spa welcomes
you with 115 deluxe hotel rooms and suites, each boas ng ﬂat-screen
televisions, high-speed Internet access and a ached balcony. Spacious
bathrooms include high-end bath ameni es and bathrobes and slippers.
Rejuvenate your senses at the Cedar Spa by L'Occitane or dine at one of
our several onsite restaurants. Planning a family holiday? The hotel also
features Mussoorie's largest entertainment center- The Den comprising
bowling alleys, gaming consoles, billiard room and more. The 4,000
square feet of modern venue space is ideal for weddings, social gatherings
and oﬀ site mee ngs.

Vivanta by Taj, Srinagar

Vivanta by Taj- Dal View, Srinagar, is ust 20 km from Srinagar Interna onal
Airport. As the road winds up to the main entrance check out the stunning
views around every bend. And these change with the seasons. Get a bird's
eye view of the spring-summer magical bloom of the Tulip Gardens, the
snow-capped peaks of the Zabarwan range in winter, Gulmarg range in
spring and the golden glow of the Chinars in autumn. Accented in copper,
local mber carvings and warm earthy colours, the resort evokes the spirit
and ethos of the valley, while its unique design echoes the Vivanta
philosophy of hospitality with a diﬀerence.

The Khyber Himalayan Resort & Spa, Gulmarg

8,825 feet above sea level in the Pir Panjal range of the Himalayas, stands a
world-class resort that captures the beauty of its pris ne se ng. With
majes c views of the Aﬀarwat Peaks, The Khyber Himalayan Resort & Spa
is spread over 7 acres of a sylvan coniferous forest. This 85-room resort is a
haven of luxury, designed to pamper you in every way- with plush interiors,
ﬁne cuisine and restora ve treatments at The Khyber Spa by L’Occitaine.
ou can also ski on some of Asia’s ﬁnest slopes in winter, trek and picnic
through unspoilt forests and ﬂower bedecked meadows in spring or tee oﬀ
on the world’s highest golf course.

GLOBAL CUISINE
Patatas Bravas
Patatas bravas, also called patatas a la brava or papas bravas, is a dish na ve to Spain, o en served as a tapas in bars. It typically
consists of white potatoes that have been cut into irregular shapes of about 2 cen meters, then fried in oil and served warm with a
sauce such as a spicy tomato sauce or an aioli. This dish is commonly served in restaurants and bars throughout Spain.
INGREDIENTS
For the sauce
3 tbsp olive oil
1 small onion
, chopped
2 garlic clove, chopped
227g can chopped tomato
1 tbsp tomato purée
2 tsp sweet paprika (pimenton)
good pinch chilli powder
pinch sugar
chopped fresh parsley, to garnish

METHOD
Prepare ahead by hea ng the oil in a pan, add the onion
and fry for about 5 minutes un l so ened. Add the garlic,
tomatoes, tomato purée, paprika, chilli powder, sugar and
salt and bring to the boil, s rring. Simmer for 10 minutes
un l pulpy. Set aside for up to 24 hours.
To serve, preheat the oven to 200C/gas 6/fan oven 180C.
Cut the potatoes into small cubes and pat dry with kitchen
paper. Spread over a roas ng n and toss in the oil, then
season. Roast for 40-50 minutes, un l the potatoes are
crisp and golden.

For the potatoes
900g potato
2 tbsp olive oil

Tip the potatoes into dishes and spoon over the reheated
sauce. Sprinkle with the parsley. Serve with cocktail s cks.

THE MOST AMAZING EVENTS IN THE WORLD!
INDIAN PICKS OF THE MONTH

ELEPHANT FEEDING RITUAL

HEMIS FESTIVAL

Elephants are usually seen decorated and paraded around during temple
fes vals in Kerala. However, during this elephant feeding ritual, they
remain unadorned. The elephants are taken inside the temple premises
and given a delicious feast of sugarcane leaves, coconut, jaggery and
other local produce by people who come to worship them. The feeding
session begins with an oﬀering by the chief priest of the temple—usually
to an elephant calf. The ritual aims to please Lord Ganesha, for the
removal of obstacles and fulﬁllment of wishes. Elephants are an integral
part of Kerala culture, and elephants are integral to all fes vals, including
the Aanayoo u. Many of the famous south Indian temples have a number
of their own elephants; feeding these elephants are considered as
auspicious.

The two day Hemis Fes val commemorates the birth of Guru
Padmasambhava, who founded Tantric Buddhism in Tibet. It's held in
June or July every year at the 300-year-old Buddhist monastery of Hemis
Jangchub Choling, near Leh. This monastery is the biggest and richest
Buddhist monastery in the Ladakh region. The highlight of the Hemis
Fes val is the Masked Dance, performed by the lamas, that illustrates
good prevailing over evil. The performers wear elaborate and bizarre
costumes and brightly painted masks. These masks are the most vital
part of the dance. The dance movements are slow, and the expressions
grotesque. The music is characteris cally punctuated with sounds of
cymbals, drums, and unwieldy trumpets. Each colorful mask depicts a
diﬀerent ﬁgure in the legend that's being portrayed.

When: July 22, 2016. Where: Njanga ri Bhagavathi temple, Pa ambi,
Palakkad district, Kerala.

When: July 14-15, 2016 Where: Hemis Monastery, Leh, Ladakh.

PURI RATH YATRA

SPLASH FESTIVAL

The Puri Rath Yatra fes val is based around the worship of Lord Jagannath
(a reincarna on of Lords Vishnu and Krishna). It commemorates his
annual visit to his birthplace, Gundicha Temple, and aunt's home along
with his elder brother Balabhadra and sister Subhadra.The Rath Yatra
fes val begins with the idols of Lord Jagannath, along with his elder
brother Balabhadra and sister Subhadra, being taken out of their abode in
the Jagannath Temple. The three of them travel to Gundicha Temple
around three kilometers away. They remain there for seven days before
returning via Mausi Maa Temple, the abode of Lord Jagannath's aunt.
The idols are transported on towering chariots, which have been made to
resemble temples, giving the fes val its name of Rath Yatra-- the Chariot
Fes val. Around one million pilgrims usually ﬂock to this colorful event.
When: July 6-18, 2016 Where: Jagannath Temple, Puri, Odisha.

The Splash monsoon carnival is back for the eighth year this year. It's a
fabulous and fun opportunity to experience Wayanad during the
monsoon season, and see the area's natural green beauty at this me of
year. The carnival consists of three ac on packed days of both outdoor
and indoor events including river ra ing, mountain biking, mud football,
and crab catching. En cing accommoda on packages are also on
oﬀer.One of the key a rac ons of splash 2015 is the Business to Business
meet (B2B). More than 400 travel agents par cipate in Splash B2B meet
sec on and interact with various property owners in Wayanad every
year. Splash B2B meet sec on is one of the best travel selling meets in
kerala.
When: Mid July 2016. (Dates to be announced) Where: Vythiri
Village,Vythiri, Wayanad district, Kerala.

INDIAN WEDDING TRADITIONS
WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE HAVAN?
In the Hindu religion, all new beginnings are marked by the auspicious
havan. The idea is to oﬀer prayers to the pantheon of Gods for
prosperity and perpetuity of the said event.
Fire has a very prominent place in Hindu rituals. According to the
Vedas, a human being is made of ﬁve elements - ﬁre being one of them
- which are also represented in the Supreme. Therefore, the sacred ﬁre
is supposed to signify a communion of man with God.
The Havan forms an integral and indispensable part of marriage
rituals. The pheras and the saptapadi are taken around the havan
kund. The sacred ﬁre is symbolic of Agni - the Fire God, who represents
Shak (the universal power). Vedic texts pronounce ﬁre as 'the mouth
of all pujas'. It is through ﬁre that our prayers are said to reach God.
The oﬀerings are made to the chants of shlokas which invariably end
with a 'swahaa'. 'Swa' - means self and 'ha' means ahamkaar or ego.
Thus by chan ng 'swahaa' we are oﬀering our ego to be destroyed by
the Fire God.
During the wedding phera ceremony, some objects are placed around
the ﬁre. The kalash, a small urn ed with the sacred red thread (Mauli)
symbolises the cosmos. It is placed facing the North, in the centre, near
the havan kund. The kalash is ﬁlled with water represen ng Varuna,
Lord of the Sea. Lord Vishnu is represented by the ﬁve betel or mango
leaves placed at its mouth.
The Havan Samagri is also very sacred and each item is signiﬁcant. It is
a mixture of sandalwood powder, lobaan and ghee. Other essen al
ingredients are Agarba , dhoop, diya, chandan, capoor, roli, Haldi and
Mauli.
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